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you should go 4a 
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Plan for train to airport 
finally moving forward 


BY STEVE HARRISON 
sharrison@charlotteobserver.com 


Atlanta and Washington, 
D.C., have it. So do Miami, 
Boston and Philadelphia. 

They all have train service to 
their airports, giving business 
and leisure travelers an easy 
way to make their flight from 
downtown. 

As Charlotte looks to expand 


its transit system in the next 
decade, the Charlotte Area 
Transit System has made an 


airport rail line a priority. CATS 


wants to simultaneously build 
rail from the airport to Mat- 
thews, along with a rail line to 
Lake Norman. 

Over the last 20 years, an 
airport train has been proposed 
in many different forms. 

When CATS was planning its 
first light-rail line 15 years ago, 


it chose the South Boulevard 
corridor over the airport be- 
cause its ridership models 
showed there weren’t enough 
riders in west Charlotte to qual- 
ify for federal funding. The 
transit system then proposed a 
streetcar line that would run 
from uptown to the airport 
along Wilkinson Boulevard. 

At that time, under the Presi- 
dent George W. Bush adminis- 
tration, streetcars weren’t eligi- 


ble for federal funding. 

The most recent plan is for a 
light-rail line - most likely in its 
own right-of-way - to link up- 
town to the airport. CATS has 
hired a consultant, WSP, to 
study the west corridor line as 
well as a rail line to Lake Nor- 
man. CATS wants to build three 
rail lines at once, which could 
cost between $5 billion and $7 
billion. CATS recently held four 
meetings with residents to get 


WITH CONSTRUCTION 
YEARS AWAY, THERE IS 
ALREADY DISCUSSION 
- PERHAPS JOCKEYING 
- OVER WHERE THE 
LINE WOULD GO 
AFTER REACHING THE 
PASSENGER TERMINAL. 


their feedback on the airport 
train. 

There are still a number of 
unknowns about the airport rail 
line. 

Will it be built along Wilkin- 
son Boulevard or West Boule- 


SEE AIRPORT, 14A 


LOCAL 
THINK TANK 
CLAIMING CREDIT 


The James G. Martin 
Center for Academic Re- 
newal says its efforts are 
paying off with new pol- 
icies by the Legislature 
and the UNC Board of 
Governors. 4A 


LOCAL 


WATER WOES 
INVESTIGATED 


Duke University’s water- 
pollution experts shed 
light on contamination in 
Wisconsin, where budget 
cuts and political fights 
may be slowing scientific 
inquiry. 6A 


OPINION 


DEFENDING 
CHARTER SCHOOLS 


Some charter schools are 
beating traditional public 
schools at preparing low- 
income students for col- 
lege and career. 13A 


SPIDERS ARE USED TO TIGHT PLACES 


JOHN D. SIMMONS jsimmons@charlotteobserver.com 


A giant green inflatable spider weaves its way between traffic lights and trees during the Novant Health Thanksgiving Day Parade. Tens of 
thousands of people lined Tryon Street in uptown Charlotte to watch the parade Thursday. 


New device helps Charlotte 
cancer patients keep their hair 


66 


IT DOES HELP THAT 
THEY ARE NOT FACED 
WITH THEIR CANCER 
DIAGNOSIS EVERY DAY 
WHEN THEY LOOK IN 
THE MIRROR. 


Dr. Dipika Misra, Oncology 
Specialists of Charlotte 


BY CASSIE COPE 
ccope@charlotteobserver.com 


The doctor warned breast 
cancer patient Joelle Smith that 
her hair would fall out on Day 
14 of chemotherapy treatment 
in 2002. 

The prediction came true two 
weeks later when her hair start- 
ed coming out in chunks while 
she washed it in the shower, so 
her husband helped her shave 
her head. 

“I just felt like I stood out as a 
cancer patient,” Smith said. “I 


didn’t want that to be what 
people saw me as.” 

Smith went into remission, but 
was diagnosed with stage 4 four 
breast cancer in 2012. After try- 
ing a few other types of treat- 
ments, she learned this summer 
that she would have to go 
through chemotherapy again. 

But this time, she kept her 
hair, thanks to a device new to 
Charlotte. 

Many may not have heard of 
the DigniCap Scalp Cooling 


System because of the high cost, 


which insurance doesn’t nor- 
mally cover. The system also 


DAVIE HINSHAW dhinshaw@icharlotieobserver.com 
Joelle Smith credits the DigniCap 
Scalp Cooling System for saving 
her hair during her 
chemotherapy treatments at 
Oncology Specialists of 
Charlotte. 


isn’t common, with only two in 
North Carolina. The long treat- 
ment process can also be un- 
comfortable. 


SEE DIGNICAPS, 2A 
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